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A rising sun welcomes the start of a new day, with
new opportunities and new mercies for each of us.
It’s our hope that through our summer programs,
young people across the GTA would experience new
possibilities and encounter the love, peace and
acceptance of Jesus.

This year, we want to showcase our new, emerging “on
the rise” summer programs. At Youth Unlimited, we’re
continually innovating and re-inventing what we do and
this is no different in the summer months! We’re so
excited to see all that the Lord is doing in and through
our ministries and how they’re evolving to reach a new
generation of young people in our city and beyond.

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His
mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness.”

(Lamentations 3:22-23)

Meet Tanya!
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~ who make them possible.
Many of the experiences 1
wrote about were “firsts”

for me! Visiting an elderly

Hey, I'm Tanyal This care home with REMIX,

summer, | had the
opportunity to serve as

a summer intern with
Youth Unlimited, working
alongside the Engagement
and BlessUp teams while
contributing as a writer for
Summer Snapshots.

DOXA and Seeds of Hope,
and seeing how sports can
create community through
Lakeshore Soccer League. 1
wanted to work with Youth
Unlimited because 1 enjoy
building relationships and
connecting with people
One of the most meaningful
parts of this experience was
getting to step into different
ministries and hear the
stories of the people

This summer gave me the
opportunity to learn more
about the incredible work
happening across the city!

attending summer camps at

from different backgrounds.

All Aboard this
new DOXA ministry!

hen 1 arrived at

DOXA Day Camp,
the campers were already
in the middle of worship,
singing and dancing with
excitement, and setting the
tone for a day full of fun,
learning, and community.
It was great to see all the
age groups come together
to play games like “Red
Sea” with their camp
instructors. Eventually,
they split up into different
groups for the lessons of
the day. I accompanied the
skateboarding group to
learn about DOXA’s new All
Aboard ministry with YU
staff, Geoff Lam.

Geoff has combined his
love of God and sports
to launch All Aboard
ministries. This program
is about connecting
young people to Christ
through skateboarding
and other ‘board’ sports,
including snowboarding,
stand-up paddle
boarding, and board
games - all in a positive,
welcoming environment
open to all skill levels.

He shared about the
different parts of a
skateboard and made
analogies connecting
each part to a faith lesson.
From wearing a helmet as
areminder to put on the
armour of God, to leaning
on the wheelbase or “trucks”
the same way we lean on
God, everyday objects
became meaningful teaching
moments for the children.
The kids were excited about
the lesson and eager to
participate. There was even
a little girl who had come

all dressed in her protective
gear, ready to learn how to
skateboard! Geoff gave them
a brief lesson on how to
stand on a skateboard and

1 could see how proud they
were of themselves as they
successfully followed his
instruction and celebrated
each other’s success.
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REMIX Goes Global

didn’t really know what to

expect as | set out to visit
REMIX. 1 joined a group of
youth from Richmond Hill
who were scheduled to visit
an elderly care home that
afternoon. Ahead of our visit,
youth spent time learning
how to see others as God sees
them, with eyes of compassion
instead of comparison.

REMIX is an urban
mission experience
organized by Youth
Unlimited’s DOXA team
for youth from across
North America — this
summer we even hosted
a group from Texas!

In the morning, youth
spend a few hours
learning about how they
can share God’s love
with those they meet; in
the afternoon, they go
out to do it!

The youth were divided into
small groups and gathered
around the various tables
with the residents. There was
a selection of board games
and although I had never
played many of the board
games before, it was fun to

learn alongside everyone else.

Certain games like Headbanz
and Snakes and Ladders were

popular among the residents
and brought about lots of
laughter from the tables.
As 1 moved between tables,
it was heartwarming to

see all the conversations
that naturally unfolded as
the youth asked questions,
listened to stories, and
showed a genuine interest
in getting to know the
residents.

One resident who especially
stood out to me was a
woman named Veronica.

She had an infectious
enthusiasm and a playful
sense of humour. She was
particularly excited about
playing Headbanz and loved
teasing the other players
with playful tricks. I found
her joy to be contagious and
it was clear that the other
members at her table were
having just as much fun.

Watching the youth spend
the afternoon with the
residents was a meaningful
reminder that ministry often
happens when we show the
simplest acts of kindness;
whether it’s sharing a
conversation, playing games,
or simply being present.



Celebratlng community and
heritage at Seeds of Hope.

had my first-ever summer

camp experience at Seeds
of Hope summer camp!
When 1 stepped into the
gym, | had no idea what to
expect, but I was excited to
learn what it was all about. 1
felt the positivity as soon as
1 walked through the door.
Everyone was warm and
welcoming and 1 noticed a
strong sense of community
right from the start of the
day.

It was Multicultural Day,

a time for campers to
proudly celebrate the many
cultures represented at
camp with food, cultural
clothing, and presentations.
1 had the chance to see the
rehearsals as each group
practiced a presentation
about their ancestral home.
Watching the excitement
and teamwork unfold made
me appreciate the effort that
went into making everyone
feel seen and celebrated.

All the performances were
filled with pride and joy,
from the Jamaican national
anthem to an African poem,

and a catchy song from the
European group. Lunch was
equally special, with family
and friends coming together
to prepare and serve
traditional dishes from their
cultures. It was a beautiful
reminder that community
extends far beyond the
campers themselves. The
celebration wasn't just for
those at camp, it was open
to everyone of any age and
any background from the
neighbourhood.

My favourite moment

was getting to know the
campers. During lunch, they
intentionally left spaces at
each of the camper tables
for the members of the YU
team to sit with them. 1 sat
at a vibrant table where 1
met three girls who were
filled with energy and told
the funniest jokes. They
met at camp and quickly
became good friends, calling
themselves the “Powerpuff
Girls.” While we ate the
different cultural foods like
spring rolls, homemade
bread and various rice
dishes, we shared so many

stories. 1 found this moment
so special because, although
we had short and simple
conversations, there was

a genuine connection and
sense of community.

1 also enjoyed meeting the
camp director, Uncle Ben,
who showed me a game

he had created using the

cap from an apple sauce
bottle. 1 decided to challenge
him in his own game but
unfortunately 1 lost. He
remains undefeated.
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to produce a downpour so
heavy it made pedestrians
run into local cafes. Having
to pivot our plans, we
ordered the best pizza I've
had in my life ('m not
exaggerating, it was that
good!) and stayed in to play
a game of Uno. Midway
through the night, the rain
decided to let up and leave a
muggy sky in its place. It was
at this point we went to the
small church parking lot and
set up a game of volleyball
with parking pylons as our
net. It was the spontaneity
of this night that 1 feel
turned Make Toronto Home
from feeling like a Thursday
night program to feeling like
a bunch of friends hanging
out, forming deeper, more
meaningful connections
with one another.

q Youth Unlimited”

YFC TORONTO

Over time, as we built
caring relationships with the
youth, some of them began
to open up to us about the
struggles and challenges
they have been facing. As

a team, we knew that we
wanted to address this

in a safe, open and God-
centered environment, so
we hosted a mental health
round table where authentic
conversations and a posture
of love helped both staff and
youth discuss openly.

THANK YOU!

Our summer programs continue to be on the rise
because of the support of many friends of Youth

Unlimited like you!

Here’s a snapshot of all you made possible:

- $179,152 <

RAISED

Regardless of where on this
planet we were born, we are
all God’s children. And to be

able to all come together in RRRR]//K/KAAKRA’A
His name this summer and + RRRRRRARAZZZAAR
get to know each other has RRRRARRRARRARRAR
been such a blessing that W
1 will remember for many YOUTH IMPACTED: feYeyeYeyeyeyeyeYeyeyeyeyeyeye)

years to come.
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IN LEADERSHIP TRAINING IN SERVICE PROJECTS &
EXPERIENCES

13

IN WORK EXPERIENCES

275

IN SPORTS MINISTRIES
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